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At Peace With Itself 
Parshas Vaeschanan 

Tu BeAv 
Rabbi Aron Tendler  

(4:6-10) “…For that is your wisdom and understanding before the eyes 
of the nations that will hear all these statutes and will say, “So it is, 
after all, a wise and understanding nation… Only take heed…so that 
you do not forget the facts that your own eyes have seen… and make 
them known your children and your children’s children… The day that 
you stood before G-d at Chorev (Mt. Sinai) 
The children are the key. The telling is the means. 
G-d promised Avraham Avinu that the “families of the earth would be 
blessed though him and his children.” How exactly was that supposed 
to happen? How was a miniscule family supposed to become the 
source of blessing / influence for the entire world? 
Actions speak louder than words. Divinely orchestrated circumstances 
in conjunction with our own behavior have placed us in the spot light. 
At first it was the land of Israel. Bridging three continents, it was 
inevitable that merchants and armies would seek to traverse the land 
in pursuit of commerce and grandeur. Assuming the ongoing 
protection of G-d, assuming Israel’s continued adherence to His 
commands, the rest of the world would encounter a nation at peace 
with itself. Prosperity would flourish, scholarship would be self-evident, 
a defending army would be unnecessary, and the family would clearly 
be the cornerstone of the nation’s enviable success. Visitors would 
come, see, ask, and wonder if they could not do the same. Upon 
leaving, we would encourage them to take with them something of the 
values they had witnessed that might benefit their families and 
societies. 
In time, the fame would spread that a utopian society does exist. 
Some would be encouraged to seek us out and see for themselves 
this wise and understanding people. Others would write it off as the 
stuff of fantasy and fools. At best they would think that if it did exist it 
was because of the primitive and simplistic expectations of its citizens. 
There was no way that a sophisticated, educated, and modern society 
could accomplish being at peace with itself! Others would be far less 

https://torah.org/parsha/vaeschanan/
https://torah.org/holidays/tu-beav/
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gracious. Disbelief, anger, and the desire to destroy that which they 
fear and do not understand would rear its ugly head. However, 
because we would be committed to G-d’s Mitzvos, the guarantee of 
Divine protection would be absolute. As the enemy would draw near 
they too would be overwhelmed by the majesty of the Jewish people 
living in the land of Israel in accordance to the dictates of G-d. They 
too would soon crave understanding, wisdom, and peace. 
In last week’s Parsha Moshe instructed the Bnai Yisroel that they 
would have to take possession of the land. He also enjoined them not 
to fear the 31 city-states occupying Eretz Yisroel. “Do not fear them! It 
will be G-d Who wages war for you!” 
Have you ever seen a mother cat take on a dog 20 times its size? The 
absolute fearlessness of a mother protecting her litter is a natural 
phenomenon intended to protect the species and teach us the 
meaning of trusting G-d. G-d promised our Forefathers that the land 
would be ours. G- d even delineated its boundaries so that there 
would be no mistake which land He intended us to possess. It is 
incumbent upon us to believe fully that the entire land is ours and that 
G-d desired us to take possession of it. It is incumbent upon us to take 
possession of the entire land regardless of whatever arguments would 
suggest differently. It demands that we ignore claims of being 
indigenous to the land and ignore our tendency toward being merciful 
and generous. Our obligation to our children, our G-d, and ourselves 
is to emulate the mother cat and fearlessly protect that which is 
divinely gifted to us as ours. However, we have to first believe; and if 
we believe, we should be fearless. 
In this week’s Parsha Moshe focused the nation on their children. 
Following the questionable request of the two tribes to dwell apart 
from the nation, Moshe emphasized that our first and foremost 
obligation is to instill in our children the pride of being chosen. They 
take precedent over all else. Gifted into our care for a relatively few 
short years, it is incumbent upon us that we instill in them, by word 
and mostly by example, devotion to G-d, commitment for family, and 
love of Torah. “… Make them known your children and your children’s 
children… The day that you stood before G-d at Chorev (Mt. Sinai).” 
Proof of the truth and viability of values is only in the children. What 
we attempt to hide from the rest of the world is open and revealed to 
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our children. President Lincoln may have quipped that you can fool 
most of the people most of the time and all the people all the time, but 
he did not mention the children. You might fool everyone all the time, 
but not your own children. You can’t fool them any of the time. They 
most always do as they see, and only occasionally as they are told. 
Matan Torah (Revelation) was the beginning of purpose. It was the 
moment when it all began to make sense. The years of slavery and 
persecution, the miracles of the Exodus and the parting of the sea, the 
promise of a land flowing with milk and honey, all fit into the frame and 
focus of 613 commandments. From the mysteries of the Parah 
Adumah (Red Heifer) to the rational for honoring parents, G-d had 
gifted them with a lifestyle the sum of which allowed for them to be at 
peace with themselves and with each other. 
However, two generations was not enough to prove truth and viability. 
Parents and children have issues with each other. How does the child 
know that his or her parents are teaching the truth? Maybe they are 
part of a great generational shift and experiment? Maybe they, the 
children, are the experiment? Therefore, Moshe states, “…Make them 
known to your children and your children’s children… The day that you 
stood before G-d at Chorev (Mt. Sinai).” Parents are not enough. It 
takes grandparents to prove the truth. Continuity is best experienced 
in the embrace and pride of grandparents. 
The nations of the world are waiting. They are waiting for us to stand 
up for who we are and what G-d has given us. They are waiting to see 
how much we value and believe in our own choseness. They want to 
know if we truly believe. If we do truly believe, if we cherish our 
choseness, if we are prepared to fight fearlessly for what is divinely 
ours, then they too will begin to hope. They too will begin to anticipate 
a world at peace with itself. 
“…For that is your wisdom and understanding before the eyes of the 
nations that will hear all these statutes and will say, “So it is, after all, a 
wise and understanding nation…” 
 
15TH OF AV: THE HAPPIEST DAY IN THE YEAR 
The last Mishnah in Tanis states that the 15th of Av and Yom Kippur 
are equally joyous occasions. The forgiveness received on Yom 
Kippur and the annually renewed closeness with G-d are causes for 
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great celebration. The 15th of Av is equally a time of historic 
atonement, intimacy, and celebration. The Talmud explains the six 
events that give this day its unique character. 

1. As explained in previous editions, the above 20, male, 
generation of the Exodus died out in the desert during the 40 
years of wandering. Every Tisha B’Av, 15,000 men, (of the total 
600,000) would die. On the last Tisha B’av in the year 2488, the 
remaining 15,000 dug their graves, but in the morning none had 
died! Figuring that they must have made a mistake in the 
calendar, they continued to dig their graves every night until the 
15th, when seeing the full moon they realized that G-d had 
rescinded the decree for the remaining 15,000! A day of 
forgiveness and celebration was proclaimed. (38 x 15,000 = 
555,000 + 14,700 + 250 by Korach + 15,000 Deut.1:44 = 
599,950) 
 

2 & 3. In the times of the Shoftim – Judges, under the rule of Othniel, 
a terrible civil war broke out between the tribe of Binyamin and the rest 
of the nation. (approx. 2573-1188 b.c.e.) The tribe of Binyamin was 
decimated and a decree was issued forbidding any further marriage 
with the men of Binyamin. This would have resulted in the eventual 
destruction of the entire tribe. Additionally, all women, from any tribe, 
were forbidden to marry outside of their tribes. Some time later, on the 
15th of Av, both decrees were lifted, allowing for all marriages 
between the tribes, and guaranteeing the survival of the tribe of 
Binyamin. The Mishna teaches that the 15th of Av was devoted to 
shidduchim, marriages, and the rebuilding of relationships. 
 
4. Following the death of King Solomon, the nation was divided. Israel, 
was led by the evil Yeravam ben Nevat. Three years after taking the 
throne, he erected two golden calves in the North and South of Israel, 
and prohibited his people to go and visit the Beis Hamikdash. 
Checkpoints and other forms of restraint were instituted to discourage 
going to the Temple and to encourage serving the “golden calves”. On 
the 15th of Av, around 3187-574 b.c.e., under the King Hoshea b. 
Elah, the decree was lifted and all of Israel was again able to go to the 
Beis Hamikdash. 
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5. “Yom Tabar Maagal – The Day of the breaking of the Axes.” In the 
2nd Temple, wood was scarce after the land had been unattended 
during the 70- year exile. Therefore, wood was very precious and 
expensive. To guarantee that the Mizbeach would always have 
sufficient wood, donations were given by the wealthiest families, 
exclusively for the Alter. The wood had to be completely dry to 
guarantee that there wouldn’t be any worms. The cut off date to bring 
the wood into the Temple for the coming year was the 15th of Av. That 
was the day when the “axes could be broken” and it was a day of 
enormous joy and rejoicing knowing that the sacrifices could be 
brought for the coming year. 
 
6. 52 years after the 2nd Temple, Bar Kochba lead an uprising against 
the Romans. He was so successful that some considered him to be 
the Mashiach. His rebellion ended on Tisha B’Av after a 3-year siege 
against Betar, and he died along with 580,000 others. To disgrace and 
demoralize the people, the “fallen of Betar” were not permitted by the 
Roman authorities to be buried, and were stacked as a human fence 
around the vineyards of the governor, Adrianus. (approx. 12 mile 
perimeter) For almost 11 years, until Emperor Hadrian’s death, the 
bodies miraculously remained intact, without decomposing. On the 
15th of Av, permission was granted to bury the martyred of Betar. This 
miracle was cause for celebration. In fact, the fourth blessing of the 
Birkas Hamazon (Grace After Meals) Hatov V’Hamaytiv – G-d Who is 
good and Who does good) was authored by the rabbis of that 
generation to commemorate this great miracle. This was ordained to 
remember the special love that G-d displayed in not allowing the 
martyrs of Betar to decompose before burial. 
 

For You Not Me 
Parshas Vaeschanan 
By Rabbi Aron Tendler  

Why did Moshe refer to Eretz Yisroel as “The Good Land?” What was 
he adding with the description, “This good mountain, Halevanon? 
Rashi explained that the “good mountain” refers to Yerushalayim 
(Jerusalem) and “Halevanon” refers to the Bais Hamikdash (Temple). 

https://torah.org/parsha/vaeschanan/
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Why did Moshe focus on Yerushalayim and the Bais Hamikdash more 
so than any of the other places in Eretz Yisroel (Land of Israel)? 
The opening Pisukim of this week’s Parsha bring us into the mind and 
heart of Moshe Rabbeinu. Until now Moshe has been a fearless 
leader of incomprehensible strength and determination. He was the 
man-prophet who had pierced the veil of G-d’s hidden countenance 
and ascended beyond the realms of G-d’s secreted manifestation. 
However, until this week’s Parsha we only knew Moshe in relation to 
his mission as the servant of G-d, the teacher of His children, and the 
keeper of His nation. We never knew anything of Moshe’s personal 
hopes, wishes and desires. However, in the opening of Vaeschanan 
Moshe shared with us what appears to be a uniquely personal and 
human side. 
It is important to note that the purpose of Moshe’s “sharing” was solely 
to teach a lesson to the Jewish nation. It was not intended as a 
catharsis or the musings of a dying man. For it to be recorded in the 
Torah it had to contain a message of singular significance for the 
generation entering the land as well as for all subsequent generations. 
From this glimpse behind Moshe’s veiled person there is a profound 
lesson to be learned. 
A short time before the teaching of Sefer Divarim Moshe “sinned” by 
hitting the rock rather than speaking to it. G-d immediately told Moshe 
Rabbeinu that he and Aharon would consequently not lead the Jews 
into the Promised Land. Instead, they would join their own generation 
and die on the East side of the Yarden. 
At the time, the Torah did not record any response from Moshe and 
Aharon. In fact, the absence of any response on their part reinforces 
the impression that Moshe and Aharon specifically did not challenge 
G-d’s decree. Instead, their very silence echoed the profound silence 
of Aharon following the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, and the “falling on 
their faces” that Moshe and Aharon had done whenever the nation 
challenged the divinity of their appointments. (see R.S.R. Hirsch) It 
furthered our assumption of Moshe and Aharon’s personal humility 
and their dedication to the word of G-d. Therefore, Moshe’s 
“confession” that he had challenged G-d’s decree to the extent that  
G-d had to say, “You have spoken enough. This conversation is over!” 
demands further explanation. 
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Moshe clearly wanted to enter Eretz Yisroel; however, it was equally 
clear that G-d did not want Moshe to do so. Was this questioning and 
challenging man the same Moshe who for forty years had been the 
quintessential model of total subservience to G-d? Was this the same 
Moshe who exemplified the Mishnah, “Make G-d’s will your own”? 
Rashi (3:24) referenced the Sifri that states, “It was You (G-d) Who 
taught me to challenge Your decrees! At the time of the Golden Calf 
You said to me, “And now leave Me alone and I will destroy them 
(Jewish nation)”. In telling me to leave You alone You revealed that it 
was up to me to not leave You alone. It was up to me to pray and beg 
You to change Your mind. Therefore, in this instance I did the same. I 
prayed to you to rescind Your decree and permit me to enter the 
Promised Land!” 
If we contrast the two instances referenced by Rashi we must 
conclude that Moshe’s motive for attempting to rescind G-d’s decrees 
in each instance was the same. Just like in the instance of the Golden 
Calf Moshe was motivated solely by his love for Am Yisroel and what 
he understood to be the will of G-d, so too in the instance of his having 
hit the rock his motivation for challenging G-d’s decree must have 
been for the sake of the nation and what Moshe understood G-d’s will 
to be. 
What was so special about Eretz Yisroel that Moshe desperately 
wanted to enter her borders? My Grandfather ZT”L explained that 
there are two elements to being in Eretz Yisroel. 1. The ability to do 
those Mitzvos that can only be performed in Eretz Yisroel and cannot 
be performed outside of Israel. 2. To simply be in the proximity of 
greater Kedusha (sanctity) is important even if there aren’t any more 
Mitzvos to be performed. 
My Grandfather ZT’L’s insight does not seem to help. Both reasons 
are unique to Moshe the individual rather than Moshe the leader. We 
need a motive that would have been for the nation’s sake and only 
benefit Moshe by association. 
Eretz Yisroel was promised to the Avos (Forefathers) and given to the 
Jews as a tool. To the extent that they use Eretz Yisroel as intended 
by G-d, it remains theirs. To the extent that they misuse Eretz Yisroel 
is the extent to which they were exiled from her borders and yet await 
the final redemption and return. 
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Eretz Yisroel in conjunction with Torah and Am Yisroel is the perfect 
setting for the nation to accomplish its goals. Those goals are to be “A 
light onto the nations” and to “dwell apart from the other nations.” The 
only way this can be accomplished is for the Jews to live in Eretz 
Yisroel and follow the Mitzvos of G-d. 
We are a light onto the nations by becoming living examples of the 
integration of the Dvar Hashem – the word of G-d into our daily lives. 
As I have explained in previous issues, our mission is the blessing 
given to Avraham at the beginning of Lech Lecha. “Through you will 
be blessed all the families of the earth and through your children.” The 
emphasis of that blessing is “the families of the earth.” It does not 
state the nations of the earth. It emphasizes the families. The only way 
families can learn is by example. There are far too many variables 
involved in the proper management of a family to relegate its ever-
fluctuating complexities to books or lectures. All the consulting in the 
world will not teach as much as seeing firsthand a successful family in 
action. The intent was for the other “families / nations” to visit Jewish 
families doing their own thing in their own land. By example they 
would see how to raise a family on principles of belief in G-d, truth, 
respect, and scholarship. 
The Baal Teshuvah movement since the late sixties is proof of this. As 
individuals returned to the fold and began building families of their own 
they discovered that the integration of Halacha (Jewish law) into daily 
living is far more than what was taught in yeshivas and programs. In 
fact, many Baalei Teshuvah are more book knowledgeable than their 
counterparts in the FFB (Frum From Birth) world. However, the FFB 
grew up in a setting that, although often not perfect, nevertheless 
presented a living example of the balance between knowing and 
doing. 
Belonging to a community certainly helps. Seeking out family mentors 
willing to open their homes and share their families helps. However, 
the most effective process for integrating and balancing will always be 
raising a child in a religious home. The Bracha to Avraham was that 
his children would be FFB’s. 
If the Jews had done their job they would have never been sent into 
exile. However, once we lost Eretz Yisroel we had to go into Galus 
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(exile) to continue the work of Avraham’s blessing. If the other nations 
do not come to us we must go to them! 
In Galus we must still remain apart and distinct. From the first exile in 
Egypt until this day, Jewish survival depended on being apart and 
distinct from the rest of society. However, without Eretz Yisroel we 
cannot fulfill the optimum blessing of “A nation that dwells apart…” 
Without dwelling apart in Eretz Yisroel we cannot be a complete 
“blessing to the other families of the earth.” 
Knowledge of G-d, His commandments, and His Torah must be 
transmitted by example, Therefore, Torah must be taught by a 
teacher. (An indispensable consequence of the Torah SheBaal Peh 
system.) Moshe was the greatest teacher the Jews had. His job was 
to teach a livable Torah to a nation of Baalei Teshuvah. There were no 
parents from whom to learn. There were no families to show how to do 
it – how to balance life and the word of G-d. There was only Moshe. 
When Moshe went to heaven to receive the Torah he had to defend 
his and Am Yisroel’s right to take the Torah. Moshe did so by pointing 
out that the Mitzvos were not written for angels. They were designed 
for humans’ living human lives. The 40 days and nights that Moshe 
spent in heaven was the amount of time necessary to learn the Torah 
and how to apply the Torah. (The six handbreadths of the Luchos) 
As Moshe prepared the Bnai Yisroel for their transition into Eretz 
Yisroel, Moshe knew that the nation was leaving the desert laboratory 
and entering the real world. If ever there was a time that the Jews 
needed Moshe it was then. Therefore, Moshe revealed to the Bnai 
Yisroel that he had beseeched G-d, on their behalf, to allow him to 
cross over the Yarden. 
Moshe said to G-d, “Now that You have begun to show Your servant 
Your greatness and might.” G-d’s greatness is not solely in the written 
words of His Torah. G-d’s greatness is in how livable the words of the 
Torah are! Now that they were about to enter the real world and begin 
applying Halacha to real daily living, Moshe desired to be there to 
teach them and direct them. 
At the end of Bamidbar the process had already begun with the stories 
of the Bnos Tzelaphchad and the deal Moshe cut with the tribes of 
Reuven and Gad. Those were examples of practical, livable, teaching 
and the integration of the Dvar Hashem into daily living! That was 
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what Torah was all about! “Now that You have begun to show me, 
now I am going to die? It didn’t make sense! 
Moshe’s desire is captured in the gradated perfection of Eretz Yisroel, 
Yerushalayim and the Bais Hamikdash. The key words in the first 
Pesukim of the Parsha are “Hatovah and Hatov.” The word Tov was 
explained by Rav Hirsch as the essence of integration. A system 
where every component functions as intended, and at the same time 
they complement all the other components so they work properly with 
each other, earns the title of Tov. Eretz Yisroel, Yerushalayim, and the 
Bais Hamikdash were intended as actual living examples of how the 
word of G-d can be fully integrated into real life. That integration sets 
apart Eretz Yisroel, Yerushalayim, and the Bais Hamikdash from any 
other place in the world. They best represent the goal of being a 
nation “that dwells apart from all others.” 
The more apart a thing is, the more exclusive it becomes. The more 
apart and exclusive it is, the clearer its purpose becomes. The clearer 
the purpose, the more exclusive and apart, the greater will the 
Kedusha be. Moshe wanted to live the Torah in the most complete 
and integrated way possible. Moshe wanted to see the good land, the 
good mountain, and the Bais Hamikdash. 
There are two dimensions to G-d’s goodness. One is experiencing the 
goodness by doing His commandments. The second is seeing others 
living a life of doing His Mitzvos. As my Grandfather ZT’L explained, 
Moshe desired both. For the sake of his nation Moshe wanted to cross 
over the Yarden and show the Bnai Yisroel how to live G-d’s Torah. At 
the same time he wanted to reap the Nachas (joy) of seeing the Bnai 
Yisroel living G-d’s Torah. He wanted to do the Mitzvos and he wanted 
to be in the exclusive setting of Kedusha generated by Am Yisroel 
doing G-d’s Mitzvos. 
 

Guard your Soul: Va’etchanan 

Written by Rabbi Daniel Leeman 
 

We have been commanded to “guard your soul” This is the positive 

commandment to look after our bodies. 
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Our body of course houses our soul, and a healthy soul might even depend 

upon a healthy body, but nevertheless being that the commandment is to 

practically look after our physical health, why are we not explicitly 

commanded to look after our ‘body’ rather than our “soul”? 

In 1926, the revered Chafetz Chaim was asked to speak at a meeting 

regarding the building of a certain hospital. Several wealthy men were 

present who gave honorable donations and the Chafetz Chaim praised them 

accordingly. 

During the meeting, some yeshiva students appeared wishing to see the 

Chafetz Chaim. He welcomed them in and seated them at the head table. This 

caused some raised eyebrows and one of the wealthy men became irritated 

and asked outright “And how many beds in the hospital are these students 

donating?” 

Without hesitating, the Chafetz Chaim responded, “they are each donating 

fifty beds!” 

“Fifty beds?” the wealthy man gaped incredulously. “How is that possible? 

We are all wealthy men and none of us are donating more than ten. And you 

mean to tell me that these students are each donating fifty beds?” 

“Yes” replied the Chafetz Chaim. “Each is giving the hospital fifty beds that 

do not exist: It is their Torah study that protects the townspeople from illness, 

and these young men are studying Torah, thus ensuring that there will be 

fewer sick people in town. They are reducing the number of hospital beds 

needed by fifty a piece!” 

Of course, we must also make our physical efforts, but a person who “guards 

his soul” is indeed guarding his body in the best possible manner. 

Have a healthy Shabbos, 

Seek advice don’t rely on your emotion! 
Written by B Rose 

We read the Posuk every day in the Shema, “You shall love Hashem, Your 

G-d, With all your heart” (6:5) 
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Chazal tell us that “all your heart” means with both your Good and Evil 

inclinations. Why is it necessary to tell us to serve Hashem with our Good 

inclination? The good inclination by its very nature moves us to do only good 

things! 

Rav Moshe Feinstein tells us the answer is very simple, he says: When 

people follow the dictates of what their own thinking tells us is “good” they 

often do bad things. For example a person might give charity to institutions 

that he thinks are good but actually he is supporting activity which is not only 

not good but can sometimes even be bad. One must seek a wise person on 

how and to whom he should give. Similarly, the midah of Racheim (mercy) 

can be yield bad results. Many merciful people in western countries have 

mercy on murderers and after half of a life sentence, they are set free when 

they can go again and kill. Every Good trait has the potential for bad. 

Therefore, we have to be reminded and warned to love Hashem with our 

Good Inclination by seeking Direction from a Torah Scholar and not to do the 

opposite by misplaced reliance on our emotions chas v’sholom. 

Another Reason Jerusalem was 

destroyed! 
Written by Ben Rose 

The Posuk says “Do what is right and good in Hashem’s eyes, so that He will 

do good to you and you shall come and inherit the land” 

Rashi states that the beginning of this posuk means that we should obligated 

to beyond the strict requirements of the Torah. 

Our posuk then is bringing two different concepts together, to go beyond the 

letter of the law and to inherit the land. The question is why are these two 

concepts linked. 

Rav Dovid Feinstein Shlita (the son of the Famous Rav Moshe Feinstien Ztl) 

says that Chazal tell us the connection in the Gemora in Bava Metzia 30b 

where it says: “Jerusalem was destroyed because they did not judge there 

beyond the letter of the law” 
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The Jews lost their land because they insisted on doing what was required… 

no more! 

HUMOR 

Must-have Jewish apps 

Kiddush Buddy: Uses GPS to find kiddush events in nearby shuls and 
reports which are hot, which are cold and how far they are from the 
cell phone owner. 

Kid Finder: Works with implanted chip technology to locate your child 
and sound alarm if he/she leaves the synagogue. 

Service Length Predictor: Gives real time estimate of when the service 
will end. Takes into account traffic delays such as unusually long lulav 
lines on Sukkot. 

Snooze Alert: Recognizes snoring and slumping of cell phone owner 
during sermon and produces a gentle vibration to wake him from his 
slumber. 

Pledge Counter: For use by shul gabbai to enter pledges made by 
congregants when they are called to the Torah during services. 

Page Finder: Continuously follows Chazzan’s singing and displays 
current page in siddur. Version available for ArtScroll, Koren and Shilo 
siddurim. 

An oldie 

There is a well known Midrash about how God offered the Law to a 
number of nations, which all refused it, before He offered it to the 
Jews at Mt. Sinai. What isn’t known very well is the inside story. 
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God first went to the Egyptians and asked them if they would like a 
commandment. 

“What’s a commandment?” they asked. 

“Well, one of them goes, ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery,'” replied 
God. 

The Egyptians thought about it and then said, “No way, that would ruin 
our weekends.” 

So then God went to the Assyrians and asked them if they would like 
a commandment. 

They also asked, “What’s a commandment?” 

“Well,” said God, “one says, ‘Thou shalt not steal.'” 

The Assyrians immediately replied, “No way. That would ruin our 
economy.” 

So finally, God went to the Jews and asked them if they wanted a 
commandment. 

They asked, “How much?” 

God said, “They’re free.” 

The Jews said, “Great! We’ll take ten.” 

Impressive 

While attending a public dinner, a Rabbi was seated next to a 
prominent woman. Apparently attempting to impress the rabbi, the 
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woman mentioned that one of her ancestors was present at the 
signing of Israel’s Declaration of Independence. 

The Rabbi quickly responded, “My ancestors witnessed the giving of 
the Ten Commandments.” 

Economy 

Issy is walking down the road with his friend Max, when he suddenly 
says. 

You know what, Max, I’m a walking economy”. 

Whatever do you mean by that?” Asks Max. 

“ Well , it’s likely this…. my hair line is in recession, my stomach is a 
victim of inflation and the combination of these factors is putting me 
into a depression!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


